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Abstract:

The current study aimed to explore the reality of using
Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) in
developing verbal communication skills for primary school female
students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in Riyadh. It also
sought to identify the challenges faced in this context and to
propose suggestions for improving the use of AAC in enhancing
verbal communication. The research employed the descriptive
survey method, and the sample consisted of 112 primary female
teachers who teach female students with ASD in public schools in
Riyadh. A questionnaire was utilized as the main tool for data
collection. The results revealed that the level of AAC usage in
developing verbal communication skills among the targeted
students, from the teachers’ perspectives, was high. Among the
most notable practices were providing immediate feedback to
students when using appropriate vocabulary and utilizing picture
cards to explain the meanings of new words, which helped expand
the students’ vocabulary through visual methods. Teachers also
involved families in monitoring the students’ progress in verbal
communication skills. However, the study also found that several
significant challenges hinder the effective use of AAC, including
the teachers’ need for specialized training programs to enhance
their competence in using these tools effectively. In addition, many
schools lack sufficient educational resources and materials, and the
cost of AAC tools is relatively high compared to the limited
budgets available in schools. Regarding the teachers’ suggestions
for improvement, they included implementing interactive
classroom activities to motivate students and developing a
comprehensive guide that provides clear and practical reference for
AAC applications

Keywords: Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Augmentative and
Alternative Communication (AAC), verbal communication skKills.
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